
As a U.S. citizen, I am deeply disturbed at the proposal to lift
ownership restrictions on giant media companies.  If your goal
is to promote local voices, diversity and competition, your
proposed policy would do the exact opposite.  Under your plan,
we will be looking forward to more homogenized content, an
increasing dumbing down of our culture and our news, and
ultimately a less vibrant democracy.  Our founding fathers
believed that a free press and an informed citizenry were
essential to a thriving democracy.  Your plan would stifle what
is left of the free press by effectively putting more of it in the
hands of giant corporations whose idea of freedom is limited
to their own freedom to buy media outlets and citizens'
freedom to consume what media these corporations produce.
This vision of media democracy does not even deserve to be
called democracy.  It replaces the original purpose of a free
press -- namely, an informed citizenry -- with a new and
dangerous purpose -- more freedom for giant corporations to
control what news is researched and revealed, and what news
is suppressed. In short, this plan will result in less diversity of
content and a less informed citizenry.  It is a plan worthy of
totalitarian countries, not our democratic USA.


